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Asepsis. Antisepsis. Preparation of the operative area - Vocabulary 

 

A 

Antiseptic-Antimicrobial agent that kills or inhibits the growth of microorganisms on 

external surfaces of the body. Antiseptics generally should be distinguished from 

drugs such as antibiotics, which destroy microorganisms internally, and from 

disinfectants, which destroy microorganisms found on non-living objects. 

Asepsis- Condition of sterility wherein no living organisms are present. 

Aseptic technique-Methods used to prevent contamination of a surgical site or 

wound by disease –producing organisms. 

Autoclave-Machine that pressurized steam to sterilize objects. 

D 

Disinfectant- Antimicrobial agent that is applied to non-living objects to destroy 

disease-causing microorganisms and their spores by physical or chemical means. 

Disinfection-Destruction of vegetative forms of bacteria, but not of the spores. 

I 

Infection- Growth of disease-producing or other microorganisms in the tissues. 

M 

Microorganisms-Organisms that are too small to be seen with the naked eye. Group 

includes bacteria, viruses, fungi, and protozoa.  

O 

Orchidectomy - Removal of the testicles. 

Ovariohysterectomy - Spay; removal of the uterus.  
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R 

Recumbency - Lying down. This adjective indicates which part of the body is on the 

ground or table. For example, lateral recumbency means that the animal is lying on 

its side, and dorsal recumbency means that the animal lying on its back. 

S 

Scrub - Applying an antiseptic to disinfect the animal’s skin in preparation for a 

sterile procedure. Also refers to disinfecting the hands of the personnel who will be 

involved in a sterile procedure.   

Sterile - Free from any living microorganisms. 

Sterile field - An area that has been prepared for the use of sterile equipment. This 

includes the area around the wound, incision site, or body orifice into which an 

instrument or catheter will be passed. It also includes the area covered by sterile 

drapes and the sterile region of properly attired personnel. 

Sterilization - The destruction of all disease-producing organisms and spores on an 

object. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


