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Infusion 

The infusion is the introduction of fluid other than blood, saline solution, into a vein, in an artery 
or in a cavity. 

Fluid therapy might just be the most critical therapy we perform in sick animals. 
Dehydrated pets feel ill, cannot fight their disease well, do not eat well, and cannot metabolize 
drugs efficiently. Dehydration decreases the circulation to two very important organs, the liver 
and the kidney. These organs are then unable to perform vital functions, some of which include 
detoxifying drugs and removing waste products. 

Signs of dehydration include lethargy, anorexia (poor appetite), sunken eyes, sticky gums, 
constipation, and a general feeling of malaise. It has been diagnosed on a history of anorexia, 
vomiting, diarrhoea, or extra fluid loss. During an exam a dehydrated pet will show signs of 
dehydration when the problem is greater than 5 %. A blood sample will also give clues to 
dehydration especially the total protein level and the haematocrit. 

I.V. (intravenous) catheters are used extensively in pets that are sick or those pets that 
are about to be anesthetized. These catheters allow us to administer medication directly into 
the venous system for rapid distribution to the whole body. Medication given this way acts 
faster and is more controllable, a significant advantage for an ill pet or in an emergency. If your 
pet is ill and staying in the hospital, or about to undergo anaesthesia for any reason, an I.V. 
catheter to allow fluid administration is one of the most important therapies we can institute, 
and can literally be lifesaving. 

The placement of the catheter requires technical skill and knowledge, particularly in small 
or dehydrated pets (the veins in these pets are small and damage easily). 
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