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The Reproductive System Anatomy- Vocabulary 

 

A 

Anterior-refers to the front of the body. 

Anus- the opening at the end of the alimentary canal. 

B 

Back- the area from the withers to the root of the tail. 

Bulbourethral glands- the most caudal male accessory reproductive gland that secretes 

a    mucuslike liquid that lubricates and clears the urethra. 

C 

Caudal- toward the tail, also the “back” surface of a limb proximal to the carpus or 

tarsus. 

Clitoris- part of the female vulva, it contains erectile tissue and is covered by many 

sensory nerve endings. Homologous to the penis of the male. 

Cranial- toward the head. Also the “front” surface of a limb proximal to the carpus or 

tarsus. 

D 

Distal- away from the body (used for appendages). 

Dorsal- toward the top (backbone) surface of the body. Also the top surface of a limb 

distal to the carpus or tarsus. 

Dorsal plane- divides the body into dorsal and ventral parts. 

Dorsal recumbency- a position in which the animal is laying on its dorsum or back. 
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E 

Efferent duct- spermatozoa enter the epididymis from the efferent ducts of the testis 

and exit into the vas deferens. 

Epididymis (head, body, tail)- the head of the epididymis is where spermatozoa enter 

from the efferent ducts; the body of the epididymis is the main portion of the 

epididymis that lies along the side of the testis; the tail of the epididymis continues on 

as the vas deferens. 

 

F 

Fertility- the ability of an animal to to produce offspring. 

H 

Hormones- a chemical substance carried by the bloodstream produced by various 

organs which aids in the activity and function or another organ. 

L 

Lateral- farther from the midline or median plane or toward the side of the body. 

Lateral recumbency- a position in which the animal is laying on its side. 

M 

Medial- toward the median plane. 

Median plane- an imaginary line that extends directly down the middle of the body, 

dividing it into equal right and left portions. 

Metritis- inflammation of the uterus. 

O 

Ovaries- produce ova and secrete hormones. 
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Oviducts- short convoluted tubes that attach to the tips of the horns of the uterus and 

conduct the fertilized ovum to the uterus. The usual site of fertilazation of an ovum by a 

spermatozoon. 

Ovulation- the process of egg releasing after muturation has taken place. 

P 

Palmar- the caudal surface of the forelimb below the carpus. 

Pelvis- the most proximal bone of the pelvic limb. Also known as the os coxae. The pelvis 

attaches to the sacrum dorsally at the sacroiliac joints and forms the hip joints with the 

heads of the femurs. It has three parts, the ilium, ischium, and pubis. 

Penis- the male sex organ. 

Plantar- the caudal surface of the hind limb below the tarsus. 

Posterior- refers to the rear end of the body. 

Proximal- describes a structure nearer to the point of origin or closer to the body. 

Pyometra- the presence of pus in the uterus. 

 

R 

Rectum- the lower part of the alimentary canal 

Right- the animal’s right. 

Rectum- the lower part of the alimentary canal. 

Rostral- pertaining to the nose end of the head. 

S 

Sagittal plane- an imaginary line that divides the body into right and left unequal parts. 

Scrotum- the sac- like formation of skin that houses the testes, located behind the penis. 
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Spermatic cord- a structure that links the testes with the rest of the body. It consists of 

blood and lymphatic vessels, nerves, and the vas deferens. 

Sternal recumbency- lying on the sternum (ventral body surface) with the dorsal surface 

facing up. 

Sternum- the breastbone. The series of rodlike bones called stern brae that form the 

floor of the thorax. 

 

T 

Transverse plane- an imaginary cross- section that divides the body into cranial and 

caudal parts. 

U 

Ureters- muscular tubes that carry urine from the kidneys to the urinary bladder. 

Urethra- tubular structure that carries urine from the urinary bladder out of the body. 

Urinary bladder- saclike organ that stores urine until it is ready to be released out of the 

body. 

Uterine body- the portion of the uterus of common domestic animals that connects the 

horns with the cervix. 

Uterus- the hollow, muscular organ where pregnancy is maintained. 

V 

Vagina- the birth canal and the tube that receives the penis during breeding. 

Ventral- toward the bottom (belly) surface of the body. 

Vulva- the external opening to the vagina of female animals, characterized by a slit- like 

structure located below the anus. 

 


